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Recommended by the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy as an

exemplary informational text.Beginning with George Washington's inauguration and continuing into

the nineteenth century, The New Nation tells the story of the remarkable challenges that the freshly

formed United States faced. Thomas Jefferson's purchase of the Louisiana Territories (bought from

France at a mere four cents an acre!), Lewis and Clark's daring expedition through this wilderness,

the War of 1812 a.k.a. "Revolutionary War, Part II," Tecumseh's effort to form an Indian

confederacy, the growth of Southern plantations, the beginning of the abolitionist movement, and

the disgraceful Trail of Tears are just a few of the setbacks, sidetracks, and formidable tasks put in

the new nation's path. Master storyteller Joy Hakim weaves these dramatic events and more into a

seamless tale that's so exciting, how could it be true? But it is- it's A History of US.
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The reason Joy Hakim's "A History of US" series is so perfect for home schooling is that she

actively engages her young readers in each volume. Usually in a history textbook like this the author

is primarily concerned with presenting a lot of information in a captivating manner. There is some

attention paid to the importance of people and events, but it is often left to the teacher in the



classroom to make the connections and bring history alive for their students. However, Hakim takes

a much more actively role in her textbooks. She is constantly asking her young readers to put

themselves in the position of the people she is writing about and does an excellent job of

anticipating questions that students would ask while reading about this particular events.Volume 4 in

this series deals with "The New Nation 1789-1850," which is the longest period of time covered in a

single volume after the first two, which covered epochs from the first arrival of humans in North

America to the entrenchment of the British in America. Hakim begins with the nation getting started

with the inauguration of George Washington as the first President and ends with the Compromise of

1850, the watershed event that forestalled the coming of Civil War for another decade. However, the

next volume in the series, "Liberty For All? 1820-1860" clearly overlaps with this one big time. This

volume deals with the War of 1812 and the Seminole Wars while "Liberty For All?" covers the

Mexican American War. The best way to describe the basic distinction between the two volumes is

that this one looks at the country as a political experiment while the other deals with the expansion

of the nation."The New Nation" is basically divided into four sections.
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